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SEVEN 


 ABOVT THE 


Se paratifts and ef nabaptifis , 


breifely difcuffed. | 


(+. Whether is the Church of England as it now ftands a true Church? 
2, Whether the Church of England be aright Nationadl 
3, Whether are the Mimfiers in the Churc of England ent of God, 


fo are trne Minifters or not 

A 4. Wherher is the Bapti(me of Infants atrue and lawfull Baptifme 

or no > | 

whether jt be law full to be Rebaptized or not? 

$6. Whether is it lawful to feparate from all the pablike Ordinances 

and ( briftian Affemb lies in onr Courch, becanfe there are 
Some in Difcipline,and im other things among ft us? 

7. Whether is it neceffarie to demolify our Churches Steeple-honufes ef 
as the Separatifts call them, ) and to build them in other places, bea fi 
caufe they Were built by Taolatcrs for Idolatrous Were 

abnfed ich Images, and dedicated to 


By KnvrtTow, 
Gods Word at Becftes 10 Netting bam foire. 


te keepe the unity of the pirie in the bond of pe peace there 
is one body, and one fpirit, even asye are called inane hepe of your cals 
mS ling ; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifme, one Godand Father of all, 
whois above all, tnd throng all, and in you all. Ephel 4.3.4.5,6.. 
0 London, Primed b by Te: Paine, and ate to be fold by Andrew 
Kembe a Margrets Hillin Sourbworke. {644 
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BLE COMMITTEE 


HONORABL 
Parliament in Nottingham, 


Immanuel Knutton, Witheth all prefent hapinefle 
and future bleffednetle. 


@ 


well hnowne to your Honours, that endyred along ana 
tedious bondage at Newatke , together with my godly 


‘ Captive labourer in the work of the Minifiry, AL, 
. Williams Hewitt, for the (pace of almsoft thirty weekes and 


how God Wrought omr enlargemnt, by the worthy infirwment 
of bis glory, ih aptasne John Needham Governour of Killingworth 
Caftle in Warwickthire. But at my returne to Nottingham from New- 
arke, J found this Garrifon much diffracted by fome Scparatifts in it, who 
defert our publike eA femblics and the Divine Ordinances and have feancea 
toomanytotheir way, conference with them, found ther Tentes 
unchriftian, andthemfelves pertinacious in them, Their tenets were thefe, 
1, The Church of England is no true Church of Chrift,2, The Minifters 
of this (Church are not true Minifters , not called of God, 3. Baptifme of 
Infants is no true Baptifme, therefore not lawfull. 4. It is not lawfullto 
heare ws Minifters Preach, leaft they foould by thesr prefence approve of 
our Popifo calling by the Bifbops, and becan[e Wwe preach in popifh fleeple- 
houfes, alfo becaufe Wee were Baptized in our Infancy, but if wee will ree 
nounce calling by the Bifbops Preach at the Market-croffe,not in the 
Steeplehoufe, and berebaptized, they Well beare us, otherwife not. 5, Our 
freepleboufes onghe to be demolifoed, neither is it lawfull to Wwerfbip Godin 
them, Thefe their opinions too many in this Garifon approve of, anda follow, 


‘eberefare Llmve brcifely anfwered-their arguments. and pub spam, ¢ at 
excite others fetfe, to thefe points of 
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 Twe Eptsrra 
Controverfie fully; andin the meanetime I befeech your Honayy, 
fe fFencive both to God and the godly, thefe Seif 
mesturne to berefies , endeavour to extirpate all Popery,Scifme, and Pro. 
phasnnel[e, as the Covenant enjoynes you; which you heard Worthily expli. 
cated aud urged home to your Conferences sm St. Maries Church on 
day Audult 8: by thar-faithfull Minifter of Chrift- 34. Richard Whit. 
Church in his Leffwre Sermon upon that Text, jer. 50. 5. Almighty Ged 


you in his truth, dire you ever by his [parity fecure you and this 


Carrion by his prefence,crowne your defigues with comfortable fucceffey to 
the glory of bis name, » and te the bappine [fe of this Nation, 


Amen, 


So prayeth your 

From my Studyat 

Beefton, Auzuft “Honours humble Servane « 

(16.1644. 

Fmmanwel Kautton, 
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SEVEN QVESTIONS 


the Controverfie betweene 


the Church of England and the Sepa- 
ratifts and Anabaprtilts, breifely 
difcuffed. 


Qvestr. I. 
Whether is the Church of England as it now ftands a true Church, 


Premize this; thatin this Church is much 
defect in Difcipline, and in the execution of sofort: 
itin comparifon of other reformed Chur- 
ches, who in chis,tarre exceede us, 3 
Next Taffirme itisattue Church, yea the 
{poufe of Chrift. 
Firft, Becaufe the Church of Eng/and hath 
Mm the matter and forme of atrue Church; the 
matter of aChurch,are men and women ina 
right Logicall fence,matter which is one of the caufes hath this pro- 
ty, it ispaflive; for attion 1s from the forme which is called the 
ginning of doing, as matter is of fuffering, fo are men by nature 
the intetnall and reall worke of grace inconverfion) paflive, 
3. fuch matter our Church hath; it hath alfo the forme of a 
Church, the forme of athing in {trié logicall fence, is a chiefe caufe 
which a@tuates the matter and perfedts it, it isaconf{tituting caufe; 
a the forme or conftituting caufe of a Church is faith , which 
it into relation to Chuft, & therefore in Scripture the Church 
caliedthe Lords Sp2m/e, Vineyard, Hou/e, cc. becaufe of its relation 
to hins : this forme our Churc ‘hath » it hath many true beleevers : 
Now Di(cipline,though it conduce to the well being of a Church to 
keep it in yet itis ofaChurch, ic doth 
3 not 


beth. 


(2) | | 

not give being ta a Church, as the caufe gives being to athing;inna. 
ture a man is begottenand borne; but che order he is tied to obferye 
in his life, makes him not a man, but conduceth to his well being in 
his life,fo is Difcipline to the Church ; fo then our Church hath ma. 
ny crue beleevers, who by faith are united to Chriff, and are thereby 
made members ot his body (as the Separarifts acknowledge ) and if 
they helpe to make up his Lamhe muft needs be Chrifts Church, 
for his body is his Church, 1. 18 24. Eccliiacft bominnm vom 
catorum,‘D',eAmes, 1 Cor, 1.24 Cor,10 32. 

Secondly, becaufe the Church of &#¢/and hath the effentiall notes 
and markes of a true Church of Chnift. 

1. One is the word of God purely and powerfully preacht, profeft, 
and maitain’d, which alwates gathers a people to the Lord, being 
taught, 2 13.10, 11,12. 

2. The lawfull adminiftration of the two Sacraments acco rding to 
Chiifts infticution, AZat.28.19,20. | 

3 The true obedience to the word of Ged, a nmght following 
Chrilts voyce, and conforming to his will, 72/7 10.27. 


4. The union with God by his fpirit and faith, and with his Saitts 


by loves Col. 1.4. 2 Cor. 6.16, Rom. 8, 14. 


But this Charch wants the Di‘cipline of Chrift, therefore no tree 
Church, 


I confeffe ig wants it, yet it hath thefe forenamed fundamental! — 


& cflentiall notes by vertuc whereof,its the Church of Chriftas tm- 
ly asthe Church of (orinth was.inwhich was wanting the execution 
of iprrituall Difcipline,s< more horrible abufes of the ordinanccsthen 
in England, yet Pax! writes to it as toiatrue Church,1 (07.11.17, 18, 
19,20, 2%,22,30. Sothe Churches of Ga/atia mamtained juftih- 


cation by workes, which we account adamnable herefie inthe Ro- 
nv fh Church at this day, yet Pas/ called them Churches, though 


this herefie be worfe chen the want of compleat Difcrphine and other 
Ceremonies iq our Churches. Alfo there wanted true Difcipline a 
mongtft the J/raedites, and was more prophane abufes of Gods wor- 
fhip then ts among{t us, yet wee account them to have beene.a rruc 


Church, Sam,2.16,17,22,29. | 
vas tightly called gnd confticu- 


Becaufe this Church of £xgland 


ted at the firft by the preaching of the word and gratious Lawes of 


the Magiftrate. 


Butz it foouldhave beene gathered onely by she word , not by con- 
fraint from the Macgiftrate: 


| 
| Reaf. 2. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
Real. 4. 
Objet. 


(68. 


Conftraint it felfe may juftly have place inthe lavwlull conftitution 


or reformation of a Church, witnelle, 2 Chron, 33.16, 2 Chron. 
34.32, 33+ 2 Chron. 15.8, 9,10,11, 12,13. Magiftrates may com- 
pel Infideils to here the word,2 (bron, 30. They are keepers of both 
tables, they mutt abolifh Idolatry and prophainneffe, by command 
{rom the word, and they have as good ground to caule people to at- 
tend the pubdlike Ordinances. 


Bat to beleevesss a volwptary act, and muff not be inforced,' Pal, 110, O8. 


True : God (weetly and effeCtuslly perfwade people tobe- 


- Jeeve and bend their wills by his {pirit, the Magiftrate muft not com- 
pell any manto beleeye, but he muttcompell themto attend the 
meanes of grace, and tq leave their wickednefle. Lwk: 14 23. The 
guc{ts mult be compelled to come in, though not tocate_ when they 
are come. Compelled, not by perf{wafions;for thefe were the firft in- 
vitations; thercfore by further meancs. So then both Word and 
Sword was effe@tuall throug Gods bleffing to gather a Church in 
this [land, the Golpel was worthy taughtin King Edwards dayes, 
which brought 390. Martites inQuecn Maries tothe Stake, 
and many godly profeifots to the fuccceding times in Queene Eliza- 
bethsdayes, there was great con fluence of zealous Profeffors who 
fpread the Gofpcl over the Jand,and drew fl xckes of hearersto them: 
thencame a Chriftian Edi&t {rom the State, that every man fhould 
yeeld obedience to this trath wherein they had been thus inftruéted: 
it was performed by tite moft, whofe {ubmiffion was an actual) pro- 


tefion of their faith and repentance. 


Becaufe, Weal] inthistand have entered into Covenant with God Rea/, 4. 


in Baptifme, to ferve and honozr him all ourdayes, out Baptifme 
ties us as {{riétly to Gads fervice as Circumcifion tied the Jewes, and 
that our Bapuime isa right Baprif{me, you fhali heare proved after- 
But the Church as a company of men and women cated, as Deflor Ames 
 defcribes it, now in England the people are uncalled, prophajixe, 


There is a double calling, externali and intetnall, fo the Church is An/- 


either vifible or invifible,, now many are outwardly called by the 
{weet invitatians of the Gofpe] , God ¢alleth all forts ofmen, and 
men of all forts, but his inward and cffetuall calling,and the ele&tion 
of grace is bur of few, which is the meaning of that, (Mar, 22. 14, 
Many are outwardly galled to be Members of the Church 
tere 


Ob, 


— 


(4) 
3 tered thereinto by Baptifme, made partakers outwardly of the word 
and Sacraments, buticw of thefe belong either to Gods eternal} 
lection; or ate cffe€tually calledand chofen to be Members of the 
a Churchinvifible. So fave 15,2. We are in Chrift two wayes, 1, By 
extemall profeffion, frequenting the Ordinances, having a forme of 

godlineffe but, Sec. thefe are Members of the Church vifible : 3. By 
reafl implantationsand thefe are the true {piritual Members of Chrift, 
both thefe our Church hath; the common fort are outwardly called 
i by the word, initiated by bapti{me,and have a forme of Religion,and 
_ are outward Members of the Church vifible,as truely as fuch were in 
the Jewifh Church,and as was inC hrifts family,and as Hypo. 
 crites are Members of any reformed Church, for Hypocrites are 
wotfe then the openly prophaine. 
Rea/-§.  Becaufle, This Church hath a godly and learned preaching Mini- 

{try fent of God (as you fhall here proved atrerward: ) and a faithful! 
heavenly people asany that liveuponeatth, the Miniftersare buil- 
ders,a nd the other Gods buiiding: s@r. 3.9. Yet in chat Church 

ay were horrible climes, inceft maintained. 1 (or. § 1.2. Someof | 

them denied the Refurrection.1 (or. 15.12. Though we have ma- 
ny dumbe dogs and wicked peopie, yet the Church receivesits deno- 
mination from the better part, not from the major part, as an heape 
of wheate haying much chaffe in it. 


Ovesr. Ii. 
Beli | whether the (burch of England be aright Natienall Church > 
it poniraah | Affitme it is as true a nationall Church, as the Jewifh Church was. 
ae Becaufe ve Church liveth by one Law Ecclefiafticall and Civill, 
ir continues one body; and every Congregation isa Member of it, as; 
amongtt the Jewes, they had their feverall Synagogues: our Church 
| hath che Sacrament of baprifme for imitation as che Jewes hadcit- 
| cumerfion, | | 
Burwec readofno Nationall Church in the New Teftameat, 
ia therefore chore is no National! Church now a dayes. . 
Hf this Argument were valid to prove that there is no Nationall 
Church now} then it may as well prove there was no Church atall 
ie) | before Chrifts comming, for. we cannot find the word Ghurch inal 
os the Old Teftament,God indeed called the Jewes his portion, whert- 
tance,chofen people, $cc. but never Church: 


But 


| 

| 


2; Be furrher,tha? no NatiortallG hurth: in the 
New Teftament, Becaule ‘there wasno futeh, during the abode of 
and his Aroftlesupon only parcicular-Churehes 
ered by che Apofties preaching amangit the Heathen, rai was 
no King not Potentate fan-409. 
ycares, til ( anstantine the gecat Emperour of Rome, whodid 
zealoufly reccive,countenances and promore the progreile, af 
Gofpel, and encouraged th: Minifters of it exceedingly, 4 
3. [tthe judgement of Mr. Srightman,and {ome other learned De 
vines opon the Revelation, be Occhodox and found, (which I quefti- 
on not) then Natianall Churches:are fpoken of prefigured by 
thofe feven e4/anChurches, whom that Eagle- eycd Expofitout 
lookt upon as Types of ‘fueceeding Churches, and thofe Churches 
whom they fer ourtobe the Counterpaine, as Sardis (er out the 
Church of Germany, Laodicea ourEnghda Church, 2 glade 
our the Churches Helveriassuevia, Geneyay 
iand, becaufe they live by one and the fame forme. ‘of Eccleftatticall 
Goveroment, and (o.of rhe 
4.Laftly,In che Old Teftament are divers illuftrious prophecies of 
Nationall Church df the Jewes, when God, thallico them and 
bring them backeito; and fertle them in thew 
Prophets trequencly {peake of it; 60, df, fa. 62, 
63. 64. Fer, 30.fer. 30. Jor, 33. 12,13. Exek 34.25.26, 27. 
Exch, 36.24. Likewile we find thefe Prophe 
(peaking of Nationall Churches amongft the Gentiles,which 
come and joyac with the Churchof the Jewes. //4. 49 23. J/a, 60. 
16. 1f4,19,24.25- Doubrlefle there fhall be many famous National! 
Churches after the converfion of the Jewes, which I hope drawes on 
faft. And when thofe dayes are come,there will be more famous Na- 


~ tional Churches then ever the old Jewifh Church was.Z4¢h.14,.20.31 
But the Churoh.of Bugland wants thofeC ORT 


4.11, shich lefe ro bis Church, 


fhall we fay of the < th che Cc 


C 

pre tie Ch aleyny. the time” 


the 
chi 

‘ewerky 


Canthere beno Church, no Chriftiasse without them > ‘What 


| 
‘ela 
Peter 


| (i 


eontmuall trroapes'that flocked: tothe Apoftless werethey no true 
Church? Lerthe Apoftles and Evangclifts be Paftors and Do@ors: 
where were their Eldets, Deacons, Releevers? Afterwards when 

Deacons wereordained,. yet whatnewcsis their of Elders till «44; 
Yet thac ot was more forward then the reft: we will 
not (as the Seperati/ts ate wont) argue froma Scriptures negatively: 

no proofe, yetmuch probability is in Se. Pawlsfilence : He writes to 
i Rome, Corinth, and other Churches: Thofe his divine letters, in a 
{weer Chriftian civiility, falute even.otdinary Chriftians : and would 
he utterly paffedby all, of thefe Church Otficcrs, 2- 
im monet his fo precife acknowledgement of leffer titles im others, it 
they had beene cre this ordained? Rom, 1.8.1 (or. 15.4 1,7, 
4,15. All the(c, norwithftanding allthis, were truc Churcties, 

amous, forward and exemplary. Oncly the Church 
filed with Bifheps and Deacons, but no Eiders befides them. Pbil.1,2. 
Bar'through Gods great mercy, we have many who confeionably 
teach and teed, by teaching call them what you pleafc,' Leéturers, 
Patfors, Vicars, 8ec. If they preach Chrift trucly xrpon true inward 
abiliries, upon a fufficient(ifinot perfe& outward vocation, {uchare 
altots and Dottots allowed by Chpift: we {tandnot upon cireom- 
appendancies of thetafhionsof ordmation, manner of 
choice; attire, ticles, maintenance, but if for fub{tance thefe be no true 


Paftotsand Doors, Chrift never had any in hisChurch finee the 


| Whether are the Maixifters in the Church of England fent of God,and 
be true Minifters off Jefis Chiift fentof God intohis 
Vincyard,to build up his Church'and Peopleas living ftones upos 
tor that worthy 


exces 


twenty Dilciples, AF And 3000. Converts, 3) 41) 


| dinglyc Jigert ne excerciic of their gilts, endeavoaring to 
colivert and confitmefoules, to tht utmoft of their ability: now 
their ability and fidiliry argues, thktGodhathfenethem. Xom. 10. 
Prophets 


) 


Pr they tati, as of their Ifihey had: reces: 
ved idiregtions; anid ereands froty max, and had dehvered hemaccor- 
dingly to my people) they fhould have laboorad to have corned thern’ 
from their leud-courfes: W hetethe Lord fhewes chat the confciona- 
ble,and able preaching of his word, proves that fuch about: 
that worke, 
“Becaule, That Godhath bleed ithe he Minifter$ of Real 
this Church, to the converfion of mahy, and to theit confirmation in’ 
thetruth, which thing God would nothaye done, ft-he fad not {ent 
them. 7er, 23..32,1 Cor. 9.2. Yea. the Separarisis themlelves tecci- 
vcd their firft llumination, Faith, amdorhter praces from the word 
preached by us. béfore they made a Givorcemem from 
But the Minifters of the Church of England wert called by the Pyelates: Ob, eth, 
Whole cal'ing ss Antichrs/tian, from the Ps ope, therefore they are not the Mi 
nifters o of Chrift, 
I grant thatthe calling of the Lordly Prelates(as they are de feribed 
inthe (econd Article of the Covenant & exercile their piri(diétion in 
their Gourts by their Subftitutcs is Aneichriftiam & yerthe Godly and 
Learned Minifters of this Church (called by them) are true Minifters 
called of God, for thefe reafons. 
Becaufe, the Prelates arc Chriftians and fo theircalling of us isnot Reafar, 
altogether unlawlall: with the Separatet, every “Atcificer 
hath power ro electarid otdaine by vertue of his Chtiftian ptofedion 
(the a& of the werthicft ftanding forall) how cai they this 
right co perfons in fome meafure qualified for this worke> 
Bocaufe, The Prelatesare learned met; and Divines, many of chem Real. 2. 
ate and otthodox in 
have written and preache {ub{tantially' -againft thems, “whichyet 1 
{peake notin’ favour of their calling, for looke it as Anti- 
chriftian, and dite€tly oppoline Chnifts wotds,in Mat, 20. 25526, 
Becaufe,: The Prelates in their ordination, command us to preach * “a 
the Goffiel tidyjnow, hve be nor tightly called called fiom 
therh; then ond of thefdjmnult hecelfatily follow, 
Fithet it is unlawful] for the "relates ro commiarid tus to Preach the 
Gofpelyort isurilaivfall for us to preacli the! Gofpel as they-com- 
mands Icanndr fec thie their 
Chiiltign for they to preachite Golpel riot as Pdprth 


Prelit but os and Lenrned Divines; now good counfell 


| 
? 
| | 


je, 


is worthy to befailtowed ftom whomfoever it comes, though from 


copall ordgmarion as ameere- 


an-enemic. Lfernot how thelacerisunlawiull, if one be qualified. 
w th fidelity andabilitys he oughr to preach the word; (though the 
Prelates licenced and commanded him) becaufe as yet here was no 
other outward way of calling Minifters to preach inthis Church of 
Englaxd, appointed and eftablitbed by ,authoriry. | 
td° of ari LAfurer in’ this Kingdome., who had gotten very 
much by ufury and unjult gaine, he made it his-on'y calling,, 
(which douBtiefle isunlawfuil) it pleafed God to convince him of 
the unlawfullneffe of his ufurv, he made refticution largely to his 
debrors, ‘and his feryant with ‘reftitution money to divets of: 
them, though his courfeof wlury was unlawluill, yer it was lawful, 
yea, need{n:) for him to command his fervant to cartie home reftiw- 
tion money to fuch as borrowed of him ; and it was lawful for his 
rah x obey him in this, ofthe like natute isthe bufineflel 

the Minifters of the Gofpel faould be called ina Church way, by the 
Church,and nar be obtruded upon them,as many Ministers in this Church 
be againft theconfent of the people, inthis land people being prophaine at 

Heathens, and being no (burch, cannot ule CMinifters, neither are fuck 
true, Miriftersasarecalled byshems 

Gedly and Learned Minifter will not accoune 
himfelle a Minifter {ent of God, as he hath his calling from the Pre- 
lates, but willratherlooke at his divine qualifications for the Lotds 
worke; as bis sternal} call from God, and at his peoples cleGion of 
him, to fucha charge as his outward call. and will looke, at the Epif- 


na opy which cannot mullifie his di- 
2.1 conceive,that fometimesa Munifi¢r may be fent of God to preach 
the.word,when the people defire him not. As after Chrifts afcenfi- 
onthe Apoltles di{perft she Gofpel in divers heathenifh Nations, 
itnow fall out, Minifter:fhould goe and preach amongthe 
Pagans, and convert divers of Shem ro the for oughs | fee, he 
may betgucly {aid to be a Minifter fent of God. 

| ourland hath many prophaine in it,(yet itsa National 
Church as proved) J fhould propofe this quare to the ¢ 
any realonable man : Suppofe.a prophaime. parifh where po meanes 
of gtace ever. was, nor any Godly Chriftian cyer dwelt.thould from 
the convidtion of the neceflity 


‘ 

| 

iF 

4 


(9). 


fome Godly ahd ableMinifter (not tyed toany other charge) tobe, 
this 


theit paftour, and teach rhem the way to life, I demand whether 


man have a true divine.cail from God tothem or not, Iconceive he. 
hath, though they be not atrne Church, yetthey maybe; Godby 
his fpirit may excite in them a. true defire after the word, and thar. 


Minifter may have much worke to doe there. 44s 16. 30. Paw! and 


Silas had a true call,to goe wto the Jaylouts houte at his queftioning . 


of them about falyation, though he was not fully converted, 


4. Ithinke 1 Mimifter may be truely fent of God, by a Synod of. 
Godly and Learned Divines to a Paftorall charge,hough the people. 
fometimics cali hum nor, as if he be to preach the word in a prophain 
parifh, that defires not powerfull preaching, buthatesic, andwould — 
oppofe the comming in of {uch 2 Minifter, the Synod may fend him 


to {uch a place,and God may bleffe his labours tothe converfion of 
many there; a learned Synod is better abic to judge of a Minifters abi- 
ly and fidility, for chat facred fun@ion,then a vulgar congregation, 


and there ate too many ignorant parifhes in this land, who wil hard- 


ly ever call zealous and godly Minifters tothem,ifour bleffed Parli- 
ament, and teverend Synod have nota care to fend fuch tothem, 


But the Minifters of this Church are maintained by Tithes,a fewifo C es. Objet, 


mony, and abolifhed ong [ince by (hr ift. 


Tithes are not ceremoniall, for a Jewith Ceremony wasa carnall Anfwer, 


type of an holy thing, injoyned for che fervice ofthe Tabernacle and 
Temple, only untilithe time of Reformation. 44.9. Now, to fa 
that riches were inftiquted to fignific fomething only for a time, as 
ceremonies were, ismot truth :[f any fay,they fignified the mainte. 
nance of Miniftersunder, the Gofpel, thenut wall follow, 
fignified afarre larger maintenance for the Miniltcrs of the fe, 
then the Leviticall Prie{thood had, becaufe the office of Miniftciso 
the Gofpel is of greater worth & exccllency,then the office of Priefts 


and Leyie YPC-OF 
fied, is larger theh the type or ceremony fignifying.. Neither could, 


uthes fignifie an Arbitrary maintenaucc,tobeleft tothe will of the 


Magi(trate.(as fome fay) for this were to.make a certainty.tipyfiean 
uncertainty. That tithes are morrall and{o per peuuall, I thus prove 
Coreg:t 3.14. That isby tichs, clfeche Apoitles apodo/is anfwerg 
not to his protafis, thenthe fimilitude werclame. 
Becaufe,' The heathen by. the light of nature, judged 


wcteto be to fach gods as they worfhipped, if the light ofpa- 


tesunder the law. Alfo becaufe the Anutype.or thing figni-. - 


od chat tithes Reals, 


4 


ate: 


ture dictated tiches tobe perpetual {then much more doth the word 

ot God. Herodotus faith, that Cyrs, King of Perfia, havmg congueted 

the Lydians,offcred the tithes of Fmpiscr» Plutarch faith, the Re- 
mans ufed co offer tithes to their go ys, Camillus vowed uthes tothe 
iat soddeffe mater hefpould overcome the Hee 
faith, grew rich, becaufe h€obferved the vic of poving tithes 
il Hercutes, Xenopbon that others uled to pay uthes to eApuilo, 
writing of the Sabcansand thispians (more barberous then 
the R omars) faith, that Marchantg may no: meddle’ with the Spiers 
which thofe couatries yeeld abu: before the Prieits have laid 
outrhetenthto their gods. Fe#ss faich. the people of old did offer all 
P| the tem. hs to their gods. Which ufe amoneft all Nations fhewes that 
from amonsftthem: yea, it argues that 1 

| | came from the incorrupt light of uature before the law was given, 
| Reale.  Becaufe, That tithes were the Lords right,long dcfore the law was 
given, Levit, 27.30, Here is neither inftiution nor aflignationof 
ticles, but adeclaration of the Lords right, here he faith notthey 
| | frall be, or let therm be,as was {aid of other Ceremonial! Jawes, as of 
the Patleover: F.xved. 12.24. Butasits faidofthe feventh day, 11 
j the Lords Sabbath,{o of tithes, theyare the Lords. Allthat which | 
concerning tithes was,inftituted in the law, was that uthes fhouldbe | 
alfigned tothe Levites fo long as they ferved the Tabernacle. Nam. | 
Though God gave the tuthestothe Levites, yet did he not | 

fir'ft found chem inThat Incorporation, but only transferred his owne 

right co that order of Priefthood fo long asit fhould cndure, and af- 

ii rer the ceafing ofthat Priefthood, the{amerighr defcended to the 
Minifters of the Gofpel : fo tithes were due tothe Levirscall,Maniters 
asMinsters, nor'as Leviticall and {0 are fucceflively due to Evange- | 
licall Paftors, as Paftors not formally, as Evaneclicall. 

Becaute, It wasthe cuftome of Gods Church inal! ages; topay | 


tithesto the Lord; before the law was written {0 Abraham paicdthe 
tith of all.:Gen, 14. 20, 


O That which Abrabam payed was of the [po 4 gn 
Any, The word fignifies thebeft of a mans goods, fometimes 
the firit froits; But admut thar it fignified {poyles, and that Abraham 
gave tithes of the fpoyles , yet itmore confirmes the riphrof | 
forit he gave uthes ot the fpoyles's mitich more did he ufe todoctht | 
* fame‘of his owne goods, hérethe Apoltle faith. Hc 
tenth pate of all, -why is this compared with’ Lecisicall 
whic 


f 
| 
| 


© 


4 


.. 
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which were paied yearely, if this were not alfo uftall and continual 2 
the Apoltle would norufe this manner of {peech of one only ation, 
unleffe it fhewed the common ule and praétife how ruhes were then 
pated to the Prieft, as by common ute and pracifethey were alter- 
wards paiedtothe Lezsres, 

Beli les, [ chinke with judictous that ora5am pated tithes 

not of the (poyles, butot his owne goods: becaule i1’s faid Gea, 14, 
22,23. That brabam had litt uphis band to God, chat he would 
not take fo much asa threed or fhooe latchet of that which was ta- 


which he yeeldedtothe King of Sodome, It’s more then 


probable that he paied no thes ofthe {poyles, feeing he would not 
account any part thereot hisowne. The nextteltimony before the 
law is; Gen. 28.20.21. &c. Fromhence it appeares that it was the 
» nionof the godly before chelaw was givens chaccithes 
ought to oc given to God. Tor otherwife 7acoé did offend unletie hee 
knew that this thing pleafed (sod, as being appoinzed by hirn. 
But fatoh vowed a vow togsve the teath, mow mo morrall thing bee bye q 
vowed, because we are bowna without a vow to perfurme [wch things? 
Yer itslawfull to vow morall duties which God commandsus, to 67. 
binde our felves to - more carefull obedience, to excise our duinetle | 
to prevent omiflion,the holy practife of the godly proves 
15. 12,133,314 Pfal. 119.106. P/al. 50.14, P/al,56 12. and though 
ceremonial] things might be vowed under the law, yet nootherwile, 
but as they drew to fome morall duty. Belides, the other parts of 7a- 


cobs vow wasnot ceremoniall,but morall. Gen, 28.20, 215 23. That 


God thould be his God: this was vowed by him onJike condition, 

with tithes, and for ought I know /acob might as well vow tithes to 

God for ever, asthat God fhouldb:hisGod: Jacob in this yow t 
thinke vowed not for himfelfe alone, but for his feed that fhould tyc- 

ceed; becaufe the vifion which faw, conectned all his pofteriry 

fo did his vow, God promifed many bieffings to him and his feed:he 

vows holy fervice and obcdience to God, for him and his potterity, 

thofe that would afcend mro Heaven by Jacobs Ladder, (which 1s 
Chrift fobs 1.) be tied to Jacobs vow, for antwe- 

ting the viften’, whileft any of the vilion is to be performed, 

which will betill Chtilts {econd comming; folong fhall tithes be 
Gods inheritance. Becaufeas I {aid his vow concerned his {eed, as 
much (if normore) then himfelfe. And thofeare his feed who are 


morc of his faith then Acth: for all the famulies of thecarth,which 


here 


d 
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hereare bleffad in Jacobsifeeds werenot all.of facobs fichh, but even 
Japhets {eed comming to the rents of Sem; the Gentiles called: There. 
fore all fubje& by Jacobs Yowto tithing. Rom. 9 6. 7. 8, 


Obje - we veadmat of the conftant paysng of tithes, nor of any law 
till the time of Mofes. Numb. 18. for ing, 


ver. Neither.do weseatl of chic obférvation-of the Sabbath from the Cre. 
ationiniil ccdouleffe the prople of God obferved it.butas 
concerning tuthesswe have here twocxamples,e4brabm and Laces, 
Real -Becaufe, Pithes were duciand were paied to by. A. 
braham,and fo ought to be paicd to Chrift, or clfe Chrilt fiould taile 

in fome thing to be as Aelchiz-deke was, which may not be granted, 
fceing-he is after his order,asthe Priefts of the law after Aarons ogder, 

and{o were inevery thing as Aaron? Now tithes being due to Chrift, 

muft be paied'to his fervants the Minifters of the Golpel, Heb, 7, 1.40 
Feomsthisplace confiderthefe things , 1. The {cope of this place 
1s,to fet forth the.grcarnefic and the honorable condition of Adelebize. 

and confequently, of Jelus Chrift.a. Adedcbi/edecks receiving of 
tithes, che Apoftlemakes a fpcciall argument -of his greatnefic, viz. 
this geceiving tithes of eorabam, whofe Offspring the Tribe. of Levi 


cooketithes. 3. isas great as cverhe was, andtoinall 
things.as he was in the time of Abrabam, for he is the Prick of God 


| for ever that ever dics, and fo his Prieithood and che rights of st.nc- 
} verceafe. 4. how can his admirable greatnefic in his Antitipe Chrift, 
4 be faid {till to be the fame, af Cheilt takes no tithessneiher hath right 
‘totmnke them; fering the Apoftleurgeth rhis.as a maine argument of 
his greatneffe his {cope 


| is toprove Adelehizedek: more excellent then 
 Aaren ot Abrabam hinfelfc,or then any of the Jewifh Nation, and 
-confequently Chrift more excellent, thiatthe Hebremes might not be 
wed by shtisthas he cook ruhes 

ofthe Patriarke Abrabam Sz bleffed him, the title Patriarke being ad- 
ded for Aér. magnihe Adelchizedek the mote. 


N the xecllency of is im, this. amplified 
- <INext, faper ¢ acy of is in, this. amp! 
by. cohtparing this rithing; with that @nder, the lav ssfed amongit 
| : Abrahams ehijdten, af -fomeof them_had honopt 
| done themointhis thacthey}tooke tithes of chess 

- Melchiiedek was far mote: honoused in taking tuhes of Abraban 


\ 

i. 
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hereby proved greater;then Adcichizedek in blefling +4brabam,was 
much more honored $¢ proyed greater then he, and by comfequence 
then Levi, and the high Prieft {pringing of him; forfo much as 
Levs hirofelfe being then in Abrahams joyaes paid tithes unto him, 
and wasbleffed of him: fromall thisit followes plainely, that thes 
are due to the Minilters of che Gofpel, in regatd they are Chrifts 
Ambaffadouts to reconcile peopleto God, and co bleffe chem with 
converfton by preaching the word; becaufe tithes are Chrifts and. 
(Melchiacdeks as they were a meanes of bieffing, for in this refpee 
alfo Abrabam is noted to have paid tithes to Ade/chicedek when hee 


moet him and blefied him. 


them 

Neither 
— owne hands miniftred to their neceffities that they might not bec 

{candalousito weake brethren,nor chargeable to afflifted Churches, 
muft Minifters of all ages doe the like ? 

Secondly, the followesnot from no pra&tife to inferte 
noright, forthe Apoftles travelled from place to to preach the 
Gofpel, that chen this could not be welldone , but the right was 
not infrienged hereby , no more then the right of Circumcifing by 
the intermiffion thereof forty yeares inthe Wildemeffe. .- 
Thirdly , wee reade foone after Chrifts afcemrion,the Apoftles . 
tooke the price of whole fields and poffleffions of fuch as joyned 
chemfelyes to them for their owne maintenance,and of theit poore 
brethren, «4 fsa. 434535, 36,37. thiScourfe continued 
about 200. yeares, during which time no matvell chonghthey requi- 
red not tithes, chat which was given them being a farre greater pro- 
portion : as oppofe the morality of tithesnow, would notbee 
willing to deale fo with us Minifters of th¢Golpel. | 
Whathzr is the Baptifime of lnfants «true and lawfull 


Bapts{me or mot 2. 


But we reade not thas ( brift or bis Apofples received tithes or demanded Objeft, 
received ¢ ey ought elfe of fome Churches, but their An/wer. 


Affican i is a true right, lawful and fit Baptifine, and ought ro 


be ufed ina Chriftian Church profefling 
Becatsfe ( execpting the difference of the vifible 
is the fame analogie of reafon of Baprifme as of cr y the ; 


fame internall, Sc {pirsewall ching fignified, v=. remuffion of fins, 8c 


them now, as Circumction upon che if 
t 


- 


(14) 
Rom.6 4. dott: of them are Symballs ofour Adoption into Gods 
family; and fo our imitationinto the Divine Covenant; Ger, 17, 9, 
10, Cor. 12,13, Gal. 3.26,27.befides Baptafme fucceedes Circum. 
ction, (o/. 2, 11.12. orelfe the conditon of Chriftian infants under 
the Gofpel, were worfethen the condition of emi Intants under 
the Law, in renard of their age; if Baptifme might not bee conferred 


time belong not to Intants, then the grace and favour of Godby 
Chrifts comming.ismoreob{cure and {traight and lefle teftified,then 
wastothe ewes, which co affirme,is an horrible indignity offered 
to Chrift. 

But there was anexpre fle commandement for circumessing of Infants, 
Gen. 17, but no fuch for Baptizang of Infants now > | | 

There is agencrall command 28.19, 20. all that beleeve of 
any condition what foever,fhould be Baptized ; undet which Infants 
bornc-of Chriftian parents are comprehended , for in Lawes and 
Precepts that be gencrall,an erumeratiomof fingulars and petticulars: | 
required, becaule lawes doecommand concerning the whole | 

ind. 

Secondly, the Baptifme of Chriftian Infants hathrdefcended and 
continued fromethe Apoftles dayesto us, Origem who lived an the 
ycare 213. (ald, that the Church received the tradition from the As 
poftles;to give Baprifme to Infants, Augefine who lived in theyeate 


420. faid, that Baptifme of Enfants, the Church univerfall held at not 


inftituted by Councells, butalwaics retained it, and mottaghtly bes 
lceved it to be delivered by Apoftolike Authority. Now fuch 
plesate zquivalentto exprefle commands, 

Thirdly, The New Teftament doth not litesally command, re- 
member to kecpeholy the Sabbath, norto fay grace before and at: 
ter meales, not to pray wath our families ngand evening, Hat 
women to receiye the Lords Supper, Se many other {uch like things 


mightinftance, yet we hold thisité befnorall duties, and ought of 


Rea/.2. 


necfliety to be performed, andm 
quence ont of the New Teftamen 


Becaufe Chriftian lafants are inthe Covenant of 
asthe chaldren of Hiaclites, Ger. 7. 44.12.39, for this 


Covenants exceedingly extendec enlarged by 


be proved fuficiently by conife- 


ed 
good 
reafon then,the fealeof this Cov fhould.not be ftraig brned,not 
made @arrwer then now Chriftian Infants 


| 
| Bar 
i 
Anty 
( 
| 
4p 


ing within the Covenant of Grace, Baprifme the Seatc of it is their 
right, forasmuc’s asthey arc Chriftians belonging to the Church 
otGod, Cor.7 14. here he faith your children are holy ; tf but one 
ofthe perfons married bea beleever, fomeby (holy ) underftand . 
legertmarte, as if he had faid, your children arénochattards bac law - 
tally b- gotten and borne ; Buc the Apoftle {peakes not of civill legi- 
timation, for che children of Infidelis may be and are legitimate , 
others conftrue the words thus, that yourchildren are holy, viz. 
by education in Chriftianity : others interpret them thus , your 
Children are holy £ the iecret operation and i!luminati- 
~— onof the {pirity which begets in chem new inclinations towards God, 
asin Pohn Baprift,andthe Prophet ?eremy. Orhers fay thus, your 
children atc holy. v2. They are Chriftians, belonging to the Co- 
venantandto the Church, this I chufe: holy, here: isnot under- 
ftood civill but legally ; the Law called things uncleaney prophane, 
as vefTells, and living creatures,and men without the Church, and fo 
- the Law called chings dedicated to God, holy ; therefore as the chil- 
dren of the ?ew-s inthe old Teftament were not uncleane but holy ; 
thatis, chey were not Gentiles but fesvessin Covenant with God from 
the wombe, by the vigour and verrue of that promife, Gen, 17. 7. 


though by nature they were children of wrath; fo here, Chriftians — 


with their children who are adopted into the place of the Fewessnow 
inthe new Teftament the Apoftle calls holy ; chat 1s, they ate not 
Heathens but Chriftians, though by reafon of originall fin they are 
borne.children of wrath ;:{o according to fadetall grace) wee are 

poser Chriftians, thougtraccording to natfonall'géneration wee are 
borne finners, by verrue of which federall fané&tiry Chriftian 
fants have as cleare a right to Bapts{me as Pewih Intants had to Cir- 
cum¢ifion : fuch then who oppofe fxderall fanétity and teach that 
the cuftom of Baprizing Infants hath continued in the Chutch Aot 
from cxdtnple ‘or comtnand Scripture; but from the degrees of 


the Church, take part with the Papifts who {tifly feeke to unt. 


taine theirs againft us. - 
Becaufe Infants are capeable of \the ching ‘fignified therefore 
they may be Baptized, they may have grace fecrétly beftowed as 
feremy and Ba i many fuch belong tot Mat, 19: 04. 
asif Re had faid, of fuch hetle ones and of others affchted them 
doth the Kingdome of God confift, 10, 2g: Chrift ‘Blefied 
we may beftow the and feale of 
them. 


Rea/, 


¢ 
" 
3 


Objet. 


Anfwer. 


\, 


~ 
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If wee could certainely know which Infants had grace wrought in them, 
and dia belong fo Heaven,then we might baptize them but this We know 
therefore its the bef not to baptize them,til they come to riper yeares te make 


and 4 confeffion of the Chriftian faith? 


irft know, that wee cannor.in allibly difcerne which man hath 


true etace,and is ele&ed, thisGod only knowes, we may and ought 
to fudge very charitably upon an exaét profeffion, & fo upon a bare 
profeftion; Baptized Simon Magus, 8.3.13. We muft ne- 
vcr Baptize any,if we May for infallible knowledge ot any passicular 
mans Eleétion and particular San@ification. 

Secondly, the faith of Parents may warrant their infants Baptf- 
me, yea though they have a bare hiftoricall faith, (not a juftifying 
faith, if they can credere ad bapti/mum, thoughnot 44 falutem, this 
faith makes their children fit for Baptifme, there were many inthe 
Apoltles times who were Baptized having only an hiftoricall faith, 
as Adagus and others. | 

Bus the ucw Teftament runnes much mpon thefe [peeches , beleeve andbee 
baptized, repent and be baptized, teach and baptize, now Infants are not 
pele of theexercife of any of thefe graces, nor capcable of reaching ; and 
what good Can the Parents faith doe to the Infasnt in Bapts/me, [eeing every 
one mujt live and be faved by his owne faith? 


Thofe phrafes, Tcach and Baptize, Repent, and Belecve,and bee 
Baptized, 8c. are meant of fuch who were Of riper yeares, and made 


profefiion of the Chriftian faith, whom they gathered out of the 
_ Heathens by the preaching of the Gofpel. 


fo like mariner, if we were to preach tbe Word amoneft the Pa- 


gansand [nfidells who knew not Chrift, beleeve notin bim, heard 
motot hi 


they A 
this Church of Exgland,all our peo 


and fay, they belecve in Chrift and hape to‘be faved by him, though 
m their workes many prophane Proteftants and licentious Chrifti- 


wee ought not to Baptize them nor their children ull 
¢ faithin Cheift, and come to know him. But now in 
profefie themfelves Chriftians. 


aps deny Chrift, oppofing the power of godlineffe, yet havinga 


tcmpo 
tightto 


tary faiah, thcy ate intituled andcalled Chriftians, and have 
Bapufme as. well as the Children of many ptophane fewes 


Secondly, fay, che Parents faich may benefit the Infant fo much; 


as.to bring it under the compafic ofthe Covenant, and comake xa 
pattaker of 


the figne and feale ef the Covenant, Rom, 4.11. Helaith 
Citcum- 


| | 
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Citcunacifion was a Scale of the rghteoulneffe of the faith. children 
we know were circumcr{ed, what faith could they exprefle ? there- 

_ fore the faith of their parents, applying the righteoulmeffe of Chriit 
rothemfelves, by thew Cyrcumenaon, it made their children to bee 
borne fewes by nature, Gal, 2. ag. Next this their faith affured them, 
that God would be a Godtotheir feede according to that promife, 
Gen. 17.7. Inas ftead doth faith ftand Chriftian Parents in, 
now, about the Baprfme of their children, for Baptifme is a clearer 
feale of righteoutneffe then Circumcifion was. 

Thirdly, We reade the Apoftles Baptized whole famulics, A&ts 
16.15.33. Aéts 18.8. 1 Cor. 1.16. and it is probable chere were 
children amongft them. 

Becaufe Cor, 10,2. The Apoftle making thcir pafiing under 4. 
the cloude and through the red fea a tipe of Baptifme, he faith they i 
were all Bapuzed through the condu& or Miniftery of AWo/es in the 

cloud and fea,now there were fixe hundred thoufand footmen,é xed, 
12.37, befides very many young infants and {mall children,and they 
were all baptized tipically ; very well, yea, much more may Jofants 
of Chriftian Parentsmow under the Golpel Baptifme conferred 
upon them , athe Truth and Aauitipe, for che Truth or Antitipe 
ts larger and of greater confequencethen the Type, The Ifraelites, 
their paffing into the bottome of the {cas fignified ourburiall with. 
ChriftinBaptime, their comming out of the fea , our rifing up co 
newneffe of life, Rom. 6. 4.Sothe Apoftle, 1 Per.3.2%. Makes A’- 

| abs Arkea type of our Bapufime ; for faith hesthe like figure where- 
unto even baptifme, &c. asafhe had faid: Anfwerable unto which 
tcfervation of che cight perfons in Noahs family , by water, is the 

nefit which we reccive by baptifme , which doth aifonow fave 

us by, and in applying umto us,the power of the RefurreQion of Je- 
fus Chrift, and became effeCtuall unto us, not in refpeet of the our- 
ward elements which onely wafheth off the filth of the fieth bur in 
ref{peét of the inwardetiicafic of the grace, thereby reprefemted , and 
 exhibired:whereby thecontci ence ts both quieted, 8 affured of par- 
don and favour, and is there upon enabled totreate tor, and expect 
mercy from God, and reconciliation. wich him, | 
Corift was not Baptized untill he was thirty yeares of age, Luke 

 Ttue;he baptizcd,s to fulfill all righteoufhefle; 15 .thar nf | 

tO accomplifh in all due obedience; all that patr of Godswill 

Which. 


| 

| 


(18) 
which concerne hiny’2 To confirme fobs baprifme.do@trine, & 
niltry,$ t6,commendandconfirmeto us the ufe of baprifme by his 
example. 3. Tharhe might fan@ife our bapti{meio us, and {eale up 
this fellowfhip with’us.°4 To fignifie that tie was fent to be baptized, 


namely todie,and to wath away ourtfins bis blood, Lake 12. 


5 That the ttuth thight anfwer the type or figuse; far astho high 
Prictt, at hisYnauguration had his whoiebody wafht with water,the 
facerdotalfearment was put uponhim, he was the fight of ail 
the people, and oyle waspowred upon his head, x04. 29. 4,5. 6,{o 
Chrift beitg co encer upon ‘the pubuke function of the Miniftry to 
preacli theGofpel, he would be bapuzed he might beordained, 
and confismed by the puouke teftimony of the whole Deity, Bur 
tiffs binds not usin re{pe& of the ume of his baptifme, tor 
if it did. chen Minifters mult be baptized at their entrance into the 
Miniliry ; chen none might enter inro the Miniftry they bethir | 
ty ycares old, nor bee baprized ‘till chey come oe fo'then, | 
Chrift cmtring ‘upon his publike fun&tionar that age, aid anfwer the 

legall type ot the Priefts and Levites;who ordinarily were cholento | 
the publike'fervice of rhetabernacle atthirty yeares of age, Numb, | 
4. 3. 23.30. 8c. He did not by his exfitiiple binde us £0 receive bap | 


Reals? Becaule Bapctfme hach beetie eff to produce mortification 


and yivificate m many, as divets'géod peuple can witnefle, which 
itfhould not have dort, if God had ‘nor approved of Prdobap 


_ Whether is it Lavefull so be rebaptized or hot 


Anlwep,that if one were Baptized nthe nafiie of God in general 
without patticular ¢xplication and réciration of fhe three amr 
be not mentioned but omitted in Baprifine, itsnot right and lawful 
baptifme; or if Ohe was baptized of thofe heretickes who deliveres 
not the right do&ttine ofthe Trinkty, fuch as were the AZarcromitts 
eArrians,and Prenmatomachi, its not right and lawfull Bapuifme,b 
catile the eflentiall forme of Baptifime is nor'obferved, which (accore 
ding to-Chriftsinftitution ) be inche name of the:F ather, Song 
and Holy Ghoft : bur if Baptifme be rightly adminiftred accorditg 
the inititution of Chrift and che forme prefcribed of him, then 
“baptization is uslawtull, for thefe reafons. Fir! 
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asthe godly 


felves nothing berter for it. 


|. 


Firft, becaufe therg is no command tpt rchaphization,as there is 


forthe frequent receiving of the Lords Supper, 3. 26, and 
the Apoftle faith, ther¢ is but ane Bapufime, &p4,4.5. 
2, Becaufe cr 
fucceeded. 
3. Becatrfe Baptifay ‘is aSacrament-of.Regencration, 
nough to be once bo} tacaine, and ro beeentered jaro th Church 
of God, as one 1s bors “naturally but once; fo the birih is 


but once. | 
Bur many who were in their Were never tre a. 


‘Likewife many who ate baptized in theirelder yoares are never 
truly regencrate, but ate notorious Hypocrites; as Srmon Macys and 
others. 


4. Bocaufethe firengthand fruit of baptifme laftech ali che lift of 
atrue Chriftiamand a Chriftianmay.yea he ought gotcele the force 


andivertde of this bapriime working mortification and vivification 

in him, he mutt often remember tlic covenant he with God in 
that ordinance, and.imthe remembtance of it mult bee carefull to 
take heede @f falling into dane, to Me he is fallen, and ro fervc 
God in fincerity ail his dayes. 

Now forme of the feparati{ts fold thatour hapsifme inthe Church 
of England is no baptifines becaule its conterred upon Infants ; and 
therefore they are rebaptized: but they grofly.crte, not knowing 
the Scriptures nor the power of God inthat Sacrament tous; | 
holdthefe cheic cenets and wfull. for thefe reafons.. 

Becanlethey fecke to uullific andirufttate the Sactedordinancs 
of Chiift, viz. Baptizing in Infants, and foby confequence{pcakes 
blafphemy, horribly taking Gods nanas imvaine, in thar they vilifc 
and one af his: Oadinaues, as, a matter of no. worth, efficacy, 
aftd fhalitay, thar pever felt or 
difcerned any benetit by their baptifme in their antwers 
that they doc difcovercarmalt'yand pride, and are in the bond of 
iniquity with. Simon <Afagus, af they)were regenerate, they might 
fecleasmudh benefit amd combort baptilme in theit infancy, 

the godly nnght. in infancy : 
alfo they difcover hypocrifte in they made profeftion formeily 
of thetr Covenantmade with God in Baptifme, but now fincetheir 
Separation,they difclaime this Sactament, and acknowledge 


ifian was net iterated, to which Baptifme 


but its Rea/, 3, 


>, 

| 

| | 
17, 

| 

| | 


( 20 ) 
mettle 2. Becaule many of them are baptized by fuch as are no true Mj. 
| “nifters of Chrift, mot fet by him to preach the Golpel, tor am cer. 
'raine they are not able co p.cach the word, therefore not fent by the 
| Lord; now, none fhould bapuze they wha kre able teachers, fent 
m of Chrift, Met.28.19. 
‘3, Becaufe this opinion revives the antient hercfiz of Marcion the 
| | Hereticke, who lived inthe yeare 143. hee was the inventer of 4 
mii {trange 8c new cuftome.fer he taughr,tiat after a man had been once 
mf baptized, hemay be baptized againe the fecond time,and third ume 
alfo. This hee did to wath away his whoredome ; his father was 3 
mi. Preacher of Gods word in Pentus, and hee himfelfe had vowed cho- 
| Pi ftery, and afterwards polluted himfelfe with whoredome, and wa; 
caft out of che Church by his owne father; who when heecameto | 
} : Rom:, not being admitted to the fellowfhip of the Church, therehe | 
| | joyned himfelte to the fellowfhip of (erdon and augmented bis cr- | 
mo rour, who held that there were two Gods or two beginnings; the | 
itt one they called the Auchour of all good things,the other the Author | 
ofallevillchings; to which Marcion added this herefie hee {aid, | 
firft, there was one fupreame and vniverfall God, and him he called | 
mee) | the sood God, who created nothing that is in this world : {cebndly, | 
| there was a vilible God, who was creator and maker of ail things, | 
|| io and thirdly, there was the Devill,as a mid thing betweene the viible 
and invifible God ; no herefie {prang up at that time that was founi- | 
P| verfally over {pread in many nations and countries as Marcions he- | 
refie was. 
But wereade 9.3, 455. that Twelve Difciples of Ephefus were | 
Baptized by Paul, who had beene baptized by Pobn ; therefore its lawfull te | 
Objet be rebaptized ? 
Some thinke that thofe twelve Difciples were only inftra&ed | 
in the Doétrine of there called baptifme ) and net bap- | 
Hee im ofhim with water, but were now baptized im the name of 
efus. 
Some hold they were baptized of 706m with water, $c not of Ps; | 
ieee asthe text feemes to import,but that they were baptized in che name © 
of Jefus, that is,they were furnifhed with admirable gifts of the Spi | 


mit, after Pas/had laid his handsnpon them, which effufion of the | 
{pirit is called baptizing, 44s 4. 5. 
Some hold they were baptized amiffe by fome of followers | 
iN acorrupt forme, but now were rightly baptized, yer here wagno) 
rebaptization. Some) 


‘ 


(21) 


« Some hold they were baptized of Joh» arid Paw! both forthe 
divers manner of figaification, baptized in the name of 
Jefus that was to come, and.to be exhibueds Paw/ inthe name 
of Jefus already come and exhibited, he 

rletus confule che text aliccle becter’; firft, the text faich 

not, that Paal baptized thofe who befaré. were baptized of 
John,as the Anabapultsurge; but wee eigholy diftmeuifh 
the words of Paw/ trom the words of the Evangelitt, Luke fex 
lacing that hiltory,Pas/s words were thefe ; versly baptized 
wich the bapti/me of repentance, faymg unto the people,chat they; 
fhouldbeleeve on him which fhould come afrer hm, that isson 


Chrift felus, Lakes words were thele, they heard this they 


were baprizedix the name of the Lord [e/us, and When Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, cee. So Luke faith, whew they beard this, that 
is the Preaching .and Do€trine ot John, then they were baptized in 
the of the Lord le/us; that iS of John, not of Panl So thar 
Lake here dowochow iuuy, worthily , andrightly ehefe 
12.Difcipics baptized of and that Jo4» baptized in the 
name of the Father, Sonne; and holy Ghoft, for elfe his baprif- 


mehad not beene right and found ,6ur Job» baptized thus, I fay, 


as appearess- Mat, 3611.16.17. Secondly, in that thofetwelve 
(aid,they heard not whether there bee an Holy Ghoft or not? 


— its mor meant of the exiftence of the holy Ghoft, for John 


= 


taught cleare'y concerning the holy Ghoft. 3. 11, but its 
to be unde: ftood metonymically of the effufion of the vifible 
gifts of the holy Ghoft, which flourithed excellently inthebe- 
ginning of the Church, as Jo4n 7.39. fo that whew Pas had 
laid his hands on chem, the holy Ghoft cameupon tiem; that 
1s ,afcer a vifible manner, he meanes not herethe gift of regene~ ~ 
ration offered so allinbaptif{me, bur thole pecultarand extra- 
ordinary gifts; as the giftof tongues , end gifts of working 
mutacles and {uch like, Give meleaye go fet downe a fhore Pa- 
raphrafe upon five verfes in thebegnning of dis Chapter... 


the further illuftracion of thispoint. 
eAitsig 2. Have ze received the holy Ghoft fince ye beleeved » 
and they (aid unto him, we bave not fo much as beara, whether there be 


any holy Ghoft.. of | 149 
Have ye received theextraordinary and miraculous grits Of Pera 


the holy Ghoft, finer ye beleeved? and they fad unco pra 


| 
= 
| 
| 
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Verfe 4, 
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we have not fo much as heard, that there are thofe miraculoys 
gittsof the holy Gtoft,bc {towed on men that beleeve. 


urto what then Were ye baptized and 


they faid unto fobns Bapti{me, 


Andbhe faid unto them? Thefe graces and gifts are wont to 
be piven by impofimonof hands, after Baprifme; which {ince 
Yehave noteaken notice of,tell me,unto what were yc bapti: 
zed 2° And they faid wee were Baptized by Joh»s Bapti(me, to 
the remiffion of fins by Jefus Chrift, chat lambe of God: which 
taketh away the finnes of the world. 

Then (aid: Paul, verily baptized wath the baptijme of repens 
nance fayine vento people, that they foould on him which 
Bouldcomeafier him, thatisen Chriff 

Then {aid Job» verily as the ourward Minifter of Bap 
tifme baptized you with watcr, to the remuffien of {innes, 10- 
sether bapri{me teaching the people, that they fhould 
beleeve in that Jefus Chrift, which fhouldcome after him; 
as his bapti{me was true and perfeét ; yer fuch as was noriac- 
companied, & attended with thefe miraculous gilts, which now 


fince the full glorification of Chrift, are beftowed upon men. 


When they heard this, they Were baptized in the masse of the Lord 
Tefus,. TD. 
Whiles therefore 7h taught them thus.and made this holy 
comentary upon his faid bapuifme, they that heard it (in rece- 
ving his bapti{me) were baptized in the naine of the Lord Jefus. 
Andwhen Panl had laid his bands upon them, rhe holy Ghoft came 


onthemyand they [pake with tongues and prophefed, 


when Pas/ had laid his hands upon them ( as having be- 
fore beene fully and duely baptized ) the Holy Ghoft came 
downeupon them, in miraculous gifts, and they {pake with 

ues and propheficd, 
that here is nogtound for rebaprization in this place,thefe 
twelve doubri¢flefad received the Holy:Ghoft,(though not in 
that miraculous and cxtraordinaty manner as they did after) 


for in his queftionfarh they beleeved, now tobeleeve, isa 


fruit‘of the Spitits Therefore the Separatifts doe very il! opo- 
fing out Bapuzing of Infants, for in Scripture we finde nocx- 


Infants of Chriftian’ Parents were denyed bap- 


‘Wme,but examples we find, wherein they had it conferred 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
th 
| 
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them. Cor. 10,2, proved beforc, and Ly4i¢ wirh: all her 
houfhould-was baptized, likewife wee finde no negative pie- 
cepc inhibiting padabaprifme, neither can it bec proved couely 
that Chrifts command, Teach and Baptize, Cc, doth exclude 
infants fromnbapufme;, now if thei bee nether examplejnor. 
ecept,againit padobaprifme, chen fuch as oppofe it doe ill 
they follow thofe peftilent hereticks called Annabaptilts in 
Germany who {prung up there(whenthce light of the Golpel firft 


began to fhine) not very long fince, about Lusbers ume, this — 


their opinion being but new and upftait, there as good rea- 
fon they fhould difclaime it, and be humbled for ic. 


Qvssr. VI. 


Whetbver is it lawfull to feparate fromaill the publike Ordinances and 
( briftian afl embjies in our Church becanfe there 
are fome defetts in Difcsplinc, and in other 
| things. among us, 


| Conceive it is abfulutely unlawful! co relinquifh Gods holy 
Ordinances, andthe Affemblies of godly Chriltians in this 
Church of England, becaule of our mixt-congregations,and 
cau(e of fome defe&s in our Difcipline. 

Becaufe Jefus Chrift leaves us notfor our defe@s and weake- 
ncffes, but continues with us ,.and I hope will doe forever: Ic 
appeares Chrift dwellsamong(ft us, becaufe hee hath fetled his 
facred word amongftus,fent us many godly and learned teach-' 
ets, and where thele ate teaching the cruth,chere is Chrift, Afar. 
28. 20. Alfo he hati: planted his Sacraments in our Church, he 
hath converted many foules in-out land tohimfeif by the faith- 
full difpen{ation of his Ordinances, but where all this tis, there 
Chrift ts refident, Exod: 20.24 {uch aChurch is the fpouleot 
Chrift, and whiulft fhe holds che foundationof Religion, re- 
taining the fubftantiall grounds of it;agreable to the analogie of 
faith, fhe is {poufed to Chrift, but it thee rejc& the foundation 
of rcligion, the is an haslot, as tac Church of Rome is; Revelas. 
2. there Chrift wakkes among{t rhe feven golden candleftickes, 
viz. Thofe (even Ghutches of Afa,yct fomeof thetn had gteat 
defects; Now ull Chrift leaves us, unlawful for them to 
leave us,and account our Charch an harlot; fuciias dothus.do 


Das 


| 
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, Next, thas the Office of Magiftrates under 
eftar 
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through'the fides ofour Church wound Chrift, {trike at him 
and difhonour hith, 10.16. 
Becaufe in feparating from our Affemblies and Ordinances, 
you prevent the exercife of many an holy duty which you 
miphtsc ongherto have performed amongit us. Heb. 10, Avid let 
nis ome Another to provoke ex food workes, but fome 
might mut we performe this dury he anfwers verfe 
25.not forfaking the Aflembling of our {elves together &c licte 
the Apoftles impugneth the of the felfe concei- 
red -lewes, who out of contempt of the Gentiles deferted the 
Chriftian Aflembiics, as if he had faid,not withdrawing and ut- 
tcrly feparating our {elves from the affemblics of Gods people, 
upon conceit of the peculiar rights. S¢ prerogatives whicliGod 
hath given the Jewes above the Gentiles; and fhanding upon 
the high tearmes of difference, as the manner offame 1s, &c. 
ecau(e its the high way tothe Gnne againft the Ghoft, as tg 
very cleate, Heb. 10.25.26. for duchasdefpife and defert our 
Chriftian Affembiies and Gods holy ordinances amongft us, 
for fome defe&ts and imperie&ions; (which doe not alienate 
Chrift hisiprefence $clove from us)are in the ready way to fall 
so blafpheme the truth,and tofinne unpardonable. Mr. Pager of 
eAmfterdaw in his pretaceto hisbooke calied Av arrow again 
the Separation of the Brownifis, compiaines of themthus ; Itis 
apparent that three or foure hundred of the Brownifts have 
brought forth mote and Arrians, {ome- 
timnes sthone yearesthen 100Cco members ofthe reformed Durch 
Charcb inthis Ciry bave.done in ten yeares or more, though 
cemptedatd compafied about with {educers as much as any 0- 
ther. Now the heretic, is fearetull and odious, in the 
yeare 324 {ptang up Arriasa Presbyter in Alexandria, who de- 
nyed that the Sonne.of God was begotten of the fubftance of 
the Father, bat faid,chat he wasa creature, and that there was 
atime whereinthe Sonne was not: The Anabaprtifts raught, 
that infants fhould not bee baptized untill they came to pericét 
age, and can give a conieffion of their owne Next, that 
Chnft toakenot flefh and blood of the Vitgin, but brought it 
from heaven. Next, that God not onely revealeth his will by 
che written word, bur-alfo by vifions and dreames. Next, that 
that Church isnot atrue Church;wherein there is any Spot of 
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Tcfltamentis not acalling approved of God, Thomas Munp- 
zerus one of the firft Fathers of this Se&. made a ereat infur- 
reGtion (though the Anabaprifis teach that warres are unlaw- 
full for Chriftiansbur was overcome and beheaded in the yeare 
1523. lobannes Leidenfistroubled the City of A¢unfter, bur was 
taken and condemned to death, he called himfelfe King of new 
Jerwfalem. David Georgivs an Anabdaprilt in Holland, {aid that 
he was Chrift che Meflias and Saviour of the world. Thus wee 
fee when men difdaine the Affemblies of Saints tor fome de- 
fets, God leaves them to fall into featefull errours and herefies 
through the pride of cheir hearts. 

Becaufe it argues an extreame height of pride, fuchasfepa- 
ratetrom all the ordinances, are putt up with ambitious fpirits 
hike untothofe tn //a, 65.5. fuch would make themfcives feeme 
holier then Chrift and his Apofties, who went and preached a- 
monegft the prophane Jewes and Heathens, andthough fome 
of thefe feeme humbie, yet their feeming depth of humility, 
may be a reall height of pride; they may not lawlully feparace 
from us except Chriltalfo did, whileft hee {tayes with us, they | 
» fhou'd doethe like. 

 Becaufechss doétrine of Separation croffeth the judgements p, 

and praétiles of the godly Saints inall ages , it is butot late in- a 
vention, thofe thardfegme to have beene the Separatilts cheir 

predeceffors in former apes were the Dowati/ts,4o0, yeares atter 
Chrift, Doxatus Bilhop in Numidia drew many after him, and 
had many favourers called by divers names, Parmeniani, Roga~ 
(treumciliones, the worlt branch 
ofthis rootesfor thefe wou'd burne, or drowne themfelves,and 
account this kind of death Martyrdome: the maine hereficof 
the Doxarifts was, that the crue Catholtke Church wasno 

where elfe tobce found, but onely in tharcorner of Africke , 
| wherein they themfelves dwelt: 2 that baprifme was noref- 

fe€tuall, except it had beene miniltred by one of theirfociety , 
again(tthefe heretiks did Augustine, Bilhop of Hippo contend 
with mighty grace, the Separatilts of thefe times are im fome 
meature like rhem, but in (ome points they exceede the Donea- 
tifts, Mr. Robinfon and Mt. 704/04 in one part confeffe this their 


Separation to bee late and new abut in the nature and caules 


thereof, to be as ancient asthe Golpel, the former I grant, che 
D3 latter. 


4 
| 
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Jatter I deny, for we never read that the Saints in Scripture (e- 
parated from thofe affemblics where God was trucly worfhip- 
ped, an the oid Teftament E/kanah tréequemted the pubdlike Af- 
{embhies at Shiloh, 1 Samuel y .3. though there were more vile 
abufes of the Lords ordmance:,then amongft us in Engiand, 
1 Sam. 2.32. and in that ume betweene the Prophet A4alachy 
& Chrifts Nativity,we reade that Zachary executed his Office, 
Like 18.9. and did not Separate from the Lords Ordinances, 
though there were tearefull abufes among{t them, as farre as] 
remember in the Old Teftament, Caine was the firft that {epa. 
ratcdirom Gods holy fervants and fervice, Gen, 4. 16. and /x- 
dasinthe new,! Cor. t@.33.34 he wifhtchem not to feparate 
but to reforme their horrible abufes of the Lords Supper. 
Rea/.6,  Becauletofeparate fromus, is to feparate trom the {weete 
-prefence of Chriftin bis Ordinances, and {rom the tellowhhip | 
of wi Saints as any be in the world, which to mee feemesun- [ 
lawlull. 
Becaufe the Separatifisthemfelves, had their: i!luminati. 
on in our Church,by the word taught amongitus; they made 
1] | profeffion amongit us before they leftus, now that miniftry of 
1 j which firft converted them,doubtieffe through God afi- |. 
ftance is ableto buildthem up, and they are bound to refpect | 
out Mini{try before other, becaufe at ftficonverted them, 1. 
Cor, 4- 14,15. this their feparation is an all requitalitoche | 
{pgituall tathers. 
bye. Though we leave your Godly Saints and Ordinances, yet wee have 
the focsety of other holy Saints andthe Ordinances in purity? 
Aafer I beleeve there be amongft the Separatifts (ome godly Saints; | 
butthisisno figne of a Sainceto depart from our Church for | 
fome defects in it, it is altogether without example or ground | 
from the Scripture, and is rather afigne of a proud Pharifee; 
doe not thinke that all your fellow- Separatifts are upright and 
fincere, there bee as difcembling Hypocrites among {t themas 
any ate among{tus; neither expect fuch edificacion from the 
erdinances difpenfed amongft yeu, as from the Ordinances | 
mongt{t us;becaule God gives-you not now extraordmary gifts, 
as hee did 20 the Apofties, and your lay preaching watts 
thofe eminent giftsoflearning ( which are gifts ot the {pirit, | 
Cor, 4-10, 11.) which the myniftsy of chis 
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Churchenjoyeth , vea ,fome who followed the Separation 2 
wile. but afterwards returned from it, to our publike affem-’ 
blies againe, faid,that the Miniltry amongtt the Sepatarifis isa 
very frurtleffe, dead, and heartlefie Mimiftry, that they will ot- 
tcn difagree about che imcerpretation of fome places of S¢rip- 
ture, and fometimes none of them hit upon the right f{enfe, 
whereas they had amanoflearning,and judgement amonctt 
them, hee would foone refolve their doudrs, and prevent that 
unedifying confufion that is too much amongft them. I defire 
you of the Separation ta confiderthat place well, Heb. 13, 7. 
whofe faith follow : now thofe godly teachers who inftrumen- 
tally converted you were not of your faith, but did beleeve this 
Englifi:Church to bee a true Church, wherein che Lord dwells, 
and they joyned withus 1a Gods fervice. I defire youlikewife , 
totell mec ingenuoufly, whether you have heard the voyce ot 
Chrift, fervlibly fele hts (pit working upon your heatts,more 
by che Miniltry of this Englifh Church, than, or by the Mi- 
niftty of the Separation; time was when you would have 
melted in prayer amongftus.you would have trembied at Gods 
wordin our Congregations, ye would have obeyed from the 


- » heart that forme of Doétrine we delivereds your heatts would 


have burned with zeale in holy performances among{t us, you 
feemed to be inflamed with precious love to Chrift, to his ordi- 
nances,and to his fervanrs,doe you finde the minitry of the Se- 
paration working thefe cies in you? I hardly beleeve you do. 

But (your Minifters being called by the “Prelates, thesr calling ss 
Antichriftian,) We dare not come to your publike eA to Gods 
worfbip, becaufe in fo doing Wee foall approve of their nnlawt Cale 


ling, 


if you come to our Affemblies with good hearts, to get edifi- 


cation by:the word, your bare prefence at the ordinances, 1s no 
approbation of our calling by the Prelates, whuleft your judge- 
menrs and {peeches are again{tir: many godly and learned 
men frequented our Chriftian Affemblies even when the Pre- 
lateslorded it over us, and troubled us with theit ceremo- 
nies, yerthcy approved notot the Prelates calling, nor of their 
ceremonies, but manifefted their difapprobation and utter dif- 
Itke of them, fo 1 defire you to come and joyne with usin our 


Chriftian Services, private and. publike, {peake what you pleafe 


againgt 


(Cc 
le | 
ic 
ot 

| 
| | 
| 
| 


we 


againit the Prelates and theit Ceremonies, and confute our ont: 
watd calling from the Prelates by argument as muchas you 
pleafe, fo that you will but keepethe uniry of the {pirit with us 
inthebond of peace; but rhis renting from us doth exccedi 
—6L | much hurt, it brings many an able Miniftet into contempr, a 
if the word he preacheth to much difgtace; it makes many wrea- 
| ker Chriftians co {taggers and 1s commonly an inlet-to divers: 
| ae cttors and -herefics, for inveterate {chifmes oft times turne to 
| herefiesy che Donatifts becaule they could not cffect theirery. 
| | ae | ell defigne again{t Cecilianus Bifhop of C arthage, tell trom the 
unity of the Church, and in the end were defenders of heretical), 
 Qpinions: we teade what horrible abules of the 
Lords fervice was then, yea worfe then is amongft us, yer && 
kanab and his wives did frequent the publike Aflemblies, 1 Sam, 
4.3. which he would not have done; if his prefence there had 
beene any approbation of thofe abules, 1 Cor. 11. 33, 34. there. 
were more horrible abufe of the Lords Supper, then are3- 
mong{t us, yet Pax! bids them not feparate wpon this, but 
come together againe, yet better prepared. I fuppofe it is law- 
full for you to reade a Papifts Booke ( whofe religion is herefie) 
orto difpute witha Jefuite , and yer by your prefence give no 
approbation of his Religion and condition, Ast. 23. 3. Chiift, 
bids them heare the Pharifees ( a vaine (e& {prang up amongft 
the Jewes 144. yeares before Chrift faith fofephus, ) yer Chrilt 
approves notof them, farther then they taughr the law truly, 
butin the fame chapter denounced many woes againft them, 
Phil, 1.18, Panl rejoyced chat Chrift was preached of envie 
and firife by the falfe Apoftles ( whofe calling was not ftom 
Chrift,) chen I beleeve that Pas/ accounted it lawfull for people 
to here {uch Preach, andyet be in no danger of approving theit 
talie Apofticthip. Belides if your bare prefence at our Affem- 
blics doth give an. approbation of our calling ( which feemes 
Anuchriftian to you) then your prefence in our markets where 
be many prophane people, may as truely approove of their fins 
and wickednedfle, Chrift knew to bee.a notorious hypo- 
crite; acoverous wordling, yea, a traitorsyet hee admitted him 
into his family, permus hinico fic wich him at the cable; yet 
Chrift was fatie from approving of Jwdas his fin and wick 
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if one cannot frequent the meanes of grace in mixt.congr 
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Bat not joyne wish your mixt Afemblies, leaft I contrat rhe guilt’ O bill, 


of their finnes spon mind owne heal? 

That bleffed man of Gods Mr. Hooker (now in New England )in a fa- 
mous Sermon he Preached upon 2 7im,3.5.an{wers this objeGho thus; 
fuppofe farh he, thofein authority will noe caft prophane per- 
fons, yet the Saints of God dhou'd not abftaine trom the Congregati- 
on, tt is pirtifull indgede, and the thing is troubiefome and tedious to 


- agratious heart, and we muft moutne for it, but beeing it is not in my 
power, muft not abftaine Then he anfwering the objeGions of the 


Anabaptiftsfaith; They (faith hce) caft thisas areproachupon our 


Church, common drunkards fay they, andel wearers; 1f,they pay but 


two pence for their offering at Eaffer, may recciyethe Lords Supper ; 
he anfwers thus, we confetfe chis faule, lec it lie where ic is, we cannot 
reiotme it, we onely can mourne for it, and that God will accept. 
1 (or.5. 11.1f there be an adulterer, &c. with fuch do not cate, that is 


communicate not? he an{wers ;.to-cate, there-is referted tothe 


communion.in cating the body of Ghrilt, bur eate not-with hims that 


4s,be nor familiar wich fuch a perfon; and it includes the wordfamilia- 


tity, not communion at the Lords table, P/al. 41. 9. their eating im- 

lyeth acommon inward faniisatity,mine owne familiar friend, &c- 
But (faith he) chey xeply fromthe gtearer iif weemay not 
eate with them pryately, zhenmuch lefie publikely may we commu- 


Anfwers 


nicate with them? he an{wers.Its no good reafon ,becaufe Lave more ~ 


authority to refute the company of a man in mine owne houfe,then I 
have to gefufe in the open.congrcgation, I can keepea man outof my 
houfe, cannot fling himoutofthe open congregation, that be- 
longs onely cothofesharare in auchority, Thus farre Mr. Hooker, 
Nexts! fay you may not lawfully selinquifh our publique Affemblies 
and ordinances, becaufe of prophane perfons that be amongft them, 
whileft we have the Ordinances purely difpented for the fubltance,. 
Becanfe there is n¢ither example mot precept in Scripture towatrant 


without contracting the guilt of their finnes;then furely, E/kanah would 
never have facrificed tothe Lord in ycarely with Hephni and 
Posashas fuch prophane perfons:. if therewere fuch| danger of -con- 


tratting the guil: of othegs finnes this waysthen, Pav would:nothave 
wife the Coringhsans to.come together egaine, though there were a- 
ables of the ds Supper, worle then amongtt 
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Pharifes,(as wicked a generation of Hypocrites as ever was, both for 
life and Do&trine,) yet Chrilt bids the 7ewes and his owne Difciples 
heare them, 23.3, onthe fame ground,its unlawlull for youto 
frequent our markets, to have civill commerce with us, for there, even 
doe the prophance people among ft us a@t.and pra&ti‘e their wick- 
ednetle more openly, bouldly and frequently,then in our meeting how- 
fes, in the Markets they ule (wearing, drunkenncfle, lying,couzening, 
| &c. I fhould thinke it more dangerous being there, ( thoucha true 
| Chriftian may lawfully bee there,throngh the neceffity of his perticu- 

jarcalling, )thenin our publike Affemblies ar Gods worfhip ; torin 
Gods pubhike worfhip amongft us, the propnaneft perfons put on a 
iif | torme of piety, carry themfelves demurely with outward reverence, 
| if | they doe not aét their leudenesand follie there, but contorme to the 
ai outward worfhip ; I conceive then, there 1s Icfle danger for you to be 
enere.’ |: 

| eee Becaufe we are bound in confcience by command from Gods word, 
1o trequent the publike ordinances for our owne patticular edification, 

to rz. verle. Prov. 9.4. to 7. verte. andin 

other places, now this mult obey, or elfe I finne fearefully a- 
 gatnitGod andiming owne foule, ifthe wicked intrude arsongft the 
Sates dm there finfull cltare, there fins fhall lre upon their ownce head; 

bcommuit theit fins with them, or approye of their wicked. 

| | neile, and encourage them init, or if-Tconmive at their {inne and re | 
W | prove them not for itsif [ have a lawful calling to doe it,or if ] mourne 
| not for vhetr finns; nor endeavour to reforme them, then I make my 
(olle ginicy of their fins come in dbedience to Gods command, 
co meete him in his ordinancessfor the enlargement of my conm:munion 
| 2 with lym. this makes me not guilty of their wickednefic ; if 1r did, then 
doubrietie Chrift who knew to be an Hypocrite,would not have 

luffered the ovpher ApoRlesro cate the Pafleover with him, but hec 

| woukbhate exclided Judas and expelled him, orelfe hee would have 
ouwadedthe other Apoftles trom commihg into 7#4as his company 
Lan neither ef which he did. Therefore it favours ftrongly of Pharifailme, 
to relinguifh our publike Affemblies; becaufe they are mixt,the Pha- 
thought it {inne to converfe with the vulgar.their Phylafte- | 
mes did‘faystouch me not, for fam’ cleaher then thou ; though ‘wee 
havefome prophane, yer all; there beeamongft us many godly 
Chriftians keeping the miftery of faith in apure con{cience, now, We | 
thould love thefe as muchas hate the ether; if all maine traths 
taughe 


raught among fome godly, hy fhould I more thus: 
thofe prophane,then cleave to thofe crughs,and thofe godly > It I haye 
daily admontfhed him, and dete{t and bewaile hs fanes what isano- 
ther mans prophannefietome> It prophanneiic be not puntfhed, it 
is their fin whom it concerneth to redreife them : if che Officers fin, 
muft we runne pir: the Church > its a famous and pregnant protelta- 
rion by God, Fack. 18.20. ard if the Fathers {ower grapes cannor 
hurt the childrens teeth, how much Ieife fhali the neighbours» 1f any 
unbidden guctle come with a tagged garment, and unwathen hands , 
fhall I forbeare Gods heaven! y daincies > che Mafter of che keaft may 
fay, friend how cameft thow in hither? not frends.why came you 
hither with {uch agueit ? God bids mecome, he hach impofed this 
neceflity, never allowed thisexcufe : my teeth fhall not be on edge 
with the fower pra of others : if the Church caft not out the known 
unworthy, the finne is fers: 1faman will come unworthy, the finne 
is his, bur if come not decaufe he comes, ?he {inne is mine: I fhall nor 
an{wer for that others fin: 1 fha!l an{wer for mine own negle&:another 
mans faule cannot difpenfe with my duty, 


Becaufe God hath many of his Ele&t amongft che prophane people Rew. 


in our Affembi ies, though they be not yet convetted yct they fhall be, 
the word ts {ent principally for the Eleéts fake, to convert fuch as bee 
for the prefent, prophane; tur yetelected, and to confirme thofe that 
be already converted; now if the prophanneffe of the common fort, 
hea fufficient ground forus to feparate from the publike ordinances, 
then how fhould the meanes of grace be fetled any where amongft us, 
for the converfion of fuch as be elected > 

Therefore its needefull for you to adhere to us,to helpe forward the 
converfion of many, who belong to Gods decree of Election, bur are 
for the prefencin the {tare of nature. 


Becaufe to {eparate trom us for this caule,gives great offence to Gods Real, +. 


people ; which you ought not to doe, 1 Cor.10. 32. there 1s the offence 
of griefe, and the offence of errour, both thefe your {epatation gives to 
many Chriftians ; it grieves their hearts, che {piritof God in them 


exceedingly, co fee you relinquith the publike ordinances, as if Chrift 


was not to be foundthere ; aifo your feparationcaufeth many Chri- 
{tians co {tumble,and to torfake thofe Minifters, and that preaching, 


who firft begat chem inChirift Jefus ; 2 Cor, 6. #7. Come outfrom a- Objet 


mong{t them and be yee (eparate,&c. 
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trous heathens; in going to their feafts, and in marrying with thep) 
therctoterhe Apoitle verfe 14. dehorted them from this, and in this 
17. verfe: As ifthe had faid ; be not fo familar with the idolatroy 
heathen, as to and drinke withthem at their fea{ts, becaufe thus 
yee fhould draw in one yoake of wickedneife with them, having com. 
mumon in ther abomination; & if any neere famuharity with them be 
condemned, much itmere omarrie with fuch. Tocome outtrom 3 
mong them is, toreptove their finnes ; to touch no uncleane thing is, 
to reiraine from doing thofe finnes which they do. Hereis no ground 
ro {eparate from Gods Church, becaufe there bee wicked perfons, wee 
fhould rather beare with fome things forthe pre{e: vation of the peace 
and unity of tke Church, thenthrough offence at thefe, to loofe the 
benefiz of communion in the word and Sacraments, 

Becaulfe, in departing from our Chriftian Ailemblics upon this 
ground, you depart nor {o much from evill company, as from the 
blefied prefence of God; mecting usin his facred Ordinances. By this 
mean¢es you loofe morc divine bene fit and comtorcin the ordinances, 
then you could have received hurt by the prefence of prophaine people 
there. Bleffed be God for ir, the prefence of God, and the cticatie at 
(pirit in his ordinances amongi{tus, are more ctfectuall ro doc good, 
then the prefence of wicked men there,ts able to doe hurt ; or elfe chere 
had not been halfe{o many pretious Saints and heavenly Chriftians at 
this dayin €x2/and, as now there be. God mereafe thc ar number a thou: 
fand fold «4men. 

In the next place, ! fhall thew yourhat it is more unlawful & unfit for 
you to feparate trom our Enelith Church, now, then it was tormerly. 

Becaale it mightily hindersthe worke of reformation, this 1s one 
caufe that i goes on with much ditiiculry and very flowly, Londew 


can prove this by witneile futhcient, this feparation turnes many to 


the Cavalectes,and exatperates tue Cavaleercs ext¥eamely againit the 
worke ot reformation, they thinke that'both the Parliament, and all 
ehac fide with them would curne Separatifis,be rebaptized ; and depole 
all humane learning, fo that any mecaticke and artificer may tutne 
preachet,ail this and much more the Cavalecres objected bitterly a- 
gainftthe Parliament fideco my face.in my long ‘and tedious durance 
at Newarke where I was prifoneralmoft thircy weekess 

Becaufe this Separation offers horribie indigniry to the Honorable 
and high Court of Parliament , which {ets more carneftly for a com- 
picase setormation then any Parliament ever did formerly, and if | 
ca 
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can hut waite with patience, wee may comfortably hope to {cc it ef- 
feéted, now this Separation doth rather difparage the Pathament by 
outruaning the aurhotity ofit,as fitwas nor wideenough to accom: 
pith a reformation,and as tf ic was lawiuiland fatto fetup a retoimatt- 
on in Gagland without Parhamentary auchorty The Hraelites 
times of e4 Aja, leso/apbat, Hezekiah, Jofiah, never toake 
unonthem to retarme without, or before, or againit their Princes 
Chron. 12,2 Chron, ani 2 Chron 29. and 30. 2 Nee 
bemiah without Artaxerxes Can hearhen King, )did nor fet up the wals 
of ferufalem, 4 33.24, and built aor without 
leave and command rom egress, and when COutlary lctteis camcirom - 
above, they laid by doth trowells and {wotds, private protefion is ane’ 
thing, pudlike reformation is anorhet every man mull Coe that in the 
| maine, none may Joe this bar they of whom God fais, I have faid, ye 
arc Gods. | 
Becaufe this Separation 1s xe to Siecde great dijtra&tions im: the 
Parliament Garrivonsit everthey fhouldbe beie'ged bythe enemy.lor 
many thatoutwardiy ftand for the Paruament, yer have tle orno 
power of piety do vowto fight as (oone againit the feparatilts as the 
Papi(ts, if ever thar Gatrifons fhouid de defeiged, | 
Becaufe Separation crofleth the famous jate Covenant which wee 4,1 
tooke, whieh enjoynes us to endeavour tocxtirpate Popery feilme, 
prophanneile , doubtlefic this Scparation 1s fciime, a renting 
fron this Church which I proved to bee the tpoufe of Chrift, therefore 
tor {uch as have taken this Covenant,and yet Separate trom us, how 


tak 
they can doe this with a good conicience ; cannot 

| 

ss tt nece|[ary £2 ACM ive Charches( Steeple the 

oall them) and to build them in otker places, becaufe they were 

| byilt by Jaolaters for lddlatrous ip were abused 

with images, and daicated to Saints 

Hold icneither neceffary nor fit co pull them downe, becaufe of 


Idolatrous fervice pra@tiied in them, 
Becaute we that wotthip God tn them,doe reje&t thofe Superflitions Reaf 
which wereufed in them. and ufe them lawfully inthe 
of God: as Golias his {word though an intitumene of cruelty: and | 
murther,ferving for the maintenance of heathen: {bidolaty inthe hand 


of yct lawiully ufed by Dazs4as an inftcument of juftice 
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tothe glory of Gad, 1 Samael 17.51, Sam. 24.9. the auth 
the Magiftrate hath caft Superftition out of thele houfes, 
them co the true worfhip of God. 

If for the Superftitious rits of confecration, our Temples fhould be 
demolifhed,then how comes it to pafle that the Church yards are no, 
hableto the fame judgement, feeing they have beene conf{ecrated by 
Bifhops with abominable ritesand Idolatrous fuperflicions as the 
Temp'es were? The people of Bi/caie in Spaine admitts of no Bithop 
amongit them, for when Fernand the Catholikc came in progrefle 
hither, accompanied by che Bifhop of Pampelune , the people‘arole in 
armes, drave back the Bifhop, and gathesing a'l the duft on which 
they thought he had troden and flung it into the Sea ; It Popith (uper. 


OLity of 
S converted 


- {tition have defiled ouc Churches,and Church y ards witli an indelible 


ftaine,why ferve younot them fo likewile 2 | 
Then it will follow,that Popi fh Baptifine being in like manver 


defiled withIdolatrous rits.ought by thelike neceflicy to be abolifhed,¢ 


a new baptifme to be fought, 8 while you retain amongft you the bap- 


adminiltred in Popery, youcannot without paruality refuleour 


Temples; the polluiion of Bapti{me by idle ceremonies of ctoffing,ex- 
orci{me, exfufflation, fale, {pittle, oyle, &c. 1s as greatas the poliution 
ofthe Temples by their confecration;Befides Mr. 4ix/werth in on part 


of his workes faith, that perfons unlawfully circumci(ed aud baptized 


in Idolarrous andfal{e Churches, might yet through faich and repen- 


tatice, come to alawfull andcomfortable ufe of their former circumf- 


tion and baptiime, why then cannot our repentance and faich, as well 
fanctifie untous.the places fuperftitioufly confecrated;while we doc in 
like manner di(claime and renounce their fuperftitions? 


{f the {uper{titious confecration of places unto Idolatry ,doth necel- 
fatily inferre the deftruétion of the fame , then are private houfesof | 


Idolaters tobe deftroyed, for manyjof them have beene defiled with | 


images and {uperftitious Kits. 


It Temples popifhly confecrated, muft bee demolifhed becaufe of 
their former {uper{ticions,then 1t will alfo follow that the living Tea 


ples, as Infants in cheir popif Baprifmac, and popifh Mimifters m cheat 


fuperititious ordinations, and popifh Princes in their Coronations, be- 


ing asmuch defiled with Idolatrous rits, as our Temples are inlike 
manner tobe deftroyed, Shail Achans tent be burtr, and noc Achar 


himfelfe2 24,25. this 1s the rather to be marked, becaule Revel, 4 
18.13. the foules of men are expreflely nacatiyned and reckoned 3- 


monglt 
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mongft the wares and marchandife of Antichrift,fo as the Temples are 
not; therefore {uch as fland for the demodthing of our Temples, 
fuppofe they would not have fuch peifons deitroyed as are converted 
from popery, becaufe they have beenc Papifis; nither would they de+ 
froy a Papifts the Parliament fhould bettow one upon them, 


Bur the retaining of thefe Steeple-houfes fm ferviceaf Godis & breath 


of the fecond Commandement, Exod, 206455,6, with Dewt. 12.253, 


I conceive that isa temporary ordinances / 


part of 4%/es his pollicie that is abrogated, and theretore nor binding 
us inthefe times, for how ever thecqunty thereof con:nue, teaching 
us to dereft Idolatrysyct it bindes us notin {uch maaner, atd by fuch 
meanes,to fignifie our deteftation thereof, as ic did them in Afo/es time: 
forexample; as God here commands to abolifh Ido!atreus places, fo 
inthe next chapter, Dewt, 13. 12.15, 16, 17. Godcommands them, 
not onely to demolifh their places ot worfhip, but alfo their goods and 
cattell to burne it with fire; theequ'ty of this commandement, leades 
usto a great deteftation of Idolatry; but who will fay,thac it is to be 
decianed by the very fame meanes and manner of judgement, in de- 


ftroying fuch thingsas are of neceflary ule? 
Secondly, As God commands to deftroy Icolatrous places, fo hee 


commands to abolifh their names, and not to retaine them, Dewr.12.3. 


this commandement appeares herby to be temporary and ceremoniall, 
oecaufe now inthe New Teftament, wee {ce that the names of divers 
ldolls, have beene retained indivers perfons thereupon denominated, 
asthe names of (Mercury, Venus, Phebe’, Inpiter , Apolle , Fortuna, 
that were heathenifh Idolls worfhipped for gods and goddefles, and 
yet their names not abolifhed tn the Saints mentioned bythe Apoftles, 
Kom. 16.14. Pal, 2,25, Rom. 16.1. Toms 3, 13.1% (or, 16.17. 
Thirdly, this commund for deftroying Idolatrous places, as its not 
perpetual for time, fo alfo not univerialitor rhe place, bur expretly re- 
{trained ro the land of Canaan, to the Idollsof thofe Nations which 
Ifrael fhould potleife; ftom that piace chey wereco be cut off, is thrife. 
noted in three verfes together, Dest. 12 1,2,3, even as God would 
have greater feverity and dereftationto bee manitetted towards the 
Idolaters in (‘anaax then co thofe of other Countries a farre off, Dene. ' 
20. 30.15,16,17, 10/9. 657. 
Fourthly, Seeing meates facrificed to Idolls were as such polluted, 


asthe places oftheir worfhip. and yet notwithftanding may nowlaw- 
fully be retained for our neceflary P/al.24.1. with (or, 10.15, 
2°,27.why aotthe Templesalfo; Fifty, 


| 
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Fifty, There is not the like reafon,to abolifh the buildings abufed 
unto Idolatry now, as the high places of old, becau!) God having ap- 
pointed one onely place forfacrifice, Devt. 12.5.6 Sco. Levit, 19,3. 
4. thofe hign places being for facrifice were to bee dettroyed, though 
no Idolatry had beene committed inthem, bur beeing polluted with 


the fervice of Idolls, there was then double caufe oi their deftruétion, 


which is novnow inthefe, while differance of piace is taken away. ?oh 
4 21. | 

dixtly, The high places, the Groves, Aliats, Images deftroyed by 
jofias, 2 Chron, 34 whereof no nec. {fary ule, as OUT empics Now are; 
the high places were Altars in heigh Mountaines and Hills. Ads jo, 
9,10. There we find an Idolatrous placeconverted, by the Apolt!c um 


coche fervice of God, the {choale of beuig asthe reft of the 


heachenifh ichooles, the fugeritition, idclatry, faite wor. 
fhip;and perniciots opinions, yetatcerthis uledby Pas, fora 
place of Gods wo: hip, for a fchoole of religion, to preach the Gofpel 
of Chrift inthe fame. Levit. 6,38. Levit. 14. 32,33. God there ordai-. 
ned that things polluted, being of lefle price fhould be O:oken, bur be- 
ing of more worth, were to be purged and fo retained, as the mercitull 
care of God for his people appeared herein, even under che Law: fo 
auch more under the Gofpei,this type is tulifilled unto us, and God in 
his large bounty doth grant us the neceflary ufe, boch of things pollu- 


ted with Idolatry, as allo of fuch thing as were other wife ceremoni- 


ally uncleane. [hope thefe reafons will fatisfie any reafonable man, 


_ who truely loves the peace of Sion; they fatisfieme, and convince me 
of the trugh ofthefe points, which I haveendeavoured to defend; but 


howfoever,fome nay like chefe reafons,and others may diflike them, 
I fhall fay tomy feife in the words of the Poet Tacevins ; 
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The Kings Propopions divetted tothe 
of Englandaffimbled at Wefimin 
er and to the Sco1sC ommi [fi oners concer- 
for Pedct which? to be. 
ton Wednefday Jan, 
Oxford Lords, Knights and Gentlemen 
which are to Treat, a 4 letter from Pry 
Rupert to rbe L. Genevalt granting a fafe 
for thems and their attendants: ail 
branght yefterday to the Parliament by fir 
Killegrew. Several! Bifhops ne- 
Oxford for in ay 
place of the Archbifoep of Canter 
Tram peter resucned Fis Majefty with the paffe his 
if excellency for Sir Richard Willis to ge beyoud Sea, 


Mercurius 
LONDON 


Truth related from 
thence the wholeKingdome, 


to prevent mif-information. 
‘From lamuary 16, to La 16446 


— 


I advertiled you the weeke ofthe icheading 
of Wiliam Land late Archbishop of Canterbury on 
Die Tower-hill, I made. account I fhould not have 
hist bi in on about any more Archprelates of that 
bag) Sea, but that he fhould have been the laft Archbi, 

op thereof, and have fet a pericd to Doctor 


who ia his bookes intituled Sunday no Sab- 
S({f bath 
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